Zipping along - on
Wire Ropes

By Peter Hildebrandt

Imagine the feeling of soaring in an open glider. Now take
that same sensation but without the glider or anything
around you while at the same time plunging toward the
bottom of a mountain or cliff, nothing above you but a
relatively thin wire rope and slings holding you in place.
One small company headquartered in Utah is now hard

at work spreading that sensation to the far reaches of

the globe, from locations as diverse as New England, the
Mountain West, Switzerland and coastal Alaska to South

Korea and Siberia.

ipRider®, a
product of Ter-
ra-Nova, LLC of

Utah, headquartered
in Park City, Utah,
is the brainchild of
Eric Cylvick, company
founder and inventor.
Originally from Long
Island, New York, Eric
had an adventurous
childhood and youth,
with boating at a
young age, and a lot of
skiing over the years.
He graduated in the
late 1980s from Clark-
son  University, in
Potsdam, New York,
where he received his
degree in electrical
and computer engi-
neering, despite the
fact that he was more mechanically-
inclined. After college, Eric was a river
guide on the Middle Fork of the Salmon
River during the summers and worked
for the Park City Mountain Resort on
the ski patrol for a total of 14 years. He
worked his way up through the ranks
until he reached the position of Snow
Safety Director.

His wife, Sarah Cylvick, vice presi-
dent, has been an adventurous soul as
well. In fact, it was at her urging that
the two went on the trip that would
change their lives and lead to the
founding of their company.

While Sarah and Eric were dating,
she talked him into going to Costa Rica
with her on a surfing trip. She had
heard about a zip line tour at that time
in Costa Rica. “That’s really where the
whole zip line craze started,” explains
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Sarah. “I heard about a company called
‘Sky Trek’ which had 14 different ca-
bles strung up between trees in the
cloud forest, with the longest one 1,400
feet in length. At the time this one was
the longest in the world.”

“But it was super primitive and there
were no safety redundancies in place.
They just used a little pulley and you
were suited up in a basic rock-climbing
harness. They had no backups and no
reliable kind of stopping mechanism at
the end; they basically had a Costa Ri-
can with a rope tied around the cable
that would stop you when you came
in. However, what we noticed was that
there were teenagers all the way up to
grandparents on this tour and everyone
was having a great time. Eric worked
at Park City Mountain Resort at the

continued on page 22
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